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Our History
920 Hardwicke Estate granted as gift of mercy and thanks to Ealfrid, son of 

Britulfine, after fleeing from Danish Pirates.

1066 The district belongs to Robert de Brus. He granted the Chapel of Eden to 
the monks of St. Cuthbert.

1180 Alan de Herdwyche is mentioned.

1184 Simon Fitz Renult de Fishburn owns Hardwicke.
 He grants a good deal of it to the Convent of Durham and to the Church 

of Hesleden. Right to have Chapel granted in 1184.

1195 Bishop Hugh de Punsit is the owner.

1278 John de Malton, lay holder.

1327 John de Denum died (connection with Malton obscure).

1391 Margaret de Ogie holds the land. The Aske family being revisionary 
proprietors. October 1391 John Aske succeeds.

1430 Richard, his son, succeeds.

1460 Richard died. John, his son, is heir aged 17.

1498 John's son, Robert, holds the Manor.

1531 Robert's son, John, holds the Manor.

1587 Robert Aske sells to Christopher Maire.

1590 Robert Maire holds the Manor. Hardwicke becomes a Catholic centre.

1771 Henry Lawson holds the Manor.

1822 Thomas Slater went to Hardwicke Hall.
 He built the Chapel and residence at Hutton House.

1826 Home of  the Ropner Shipping family.

1905 The Horden Colleries Limited are the owners.

1972 The Coal Board sold the house to William Scanlan.

1984 - Present Day The house is owned by the Bradley Family.

A Potted History
About 920AD Hardwicke Estate granted as a gift of mercy and thanks to Ealfrid, 
son of Britulfine, after fleeing from Danish Pirates.

In 1180 William de Turp gave his land to the Church of Durham. Later Charter 
granted to Prior & Convent of Hesleden and this confirmed by King Henry II 
and in Bull Cellestine.

About 1307 Chapel of Hardwicke destroyed by Scots Raiders.

1391 - 1587 Hardwicke Hall is held by the Aske Family. The pilgrimage of Grace 
(1536) was led by one of the Aske Family and was probably assembled at 
Hardwicke Hall.

1587 - 1824 Hardwicke Hall held by family of Christopher Maire - Gent of Durham.

Robert Maire and his wife, Mary, became Catholic after witnessing execution of 
priests in Durham. Six of their family subsequently joined Order if Jesuits.

About 1746 the mansion was attacked and plundered by "No-Popery" mob.
Mrs Anne Maire lost her shoes in the flight, she thought she was protected by 
her manservant but later found that he was confined to bed with fever. Anne was 
convinced she was protected by a Guardian Angel.

Priest's Hide in chimney built by Fr. Richard Holtby - said to be best preserved in 
the country.
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Like us on facebook to keep up 
to date with all the latest news.

Mothers Day Lunch
March 26th - £24.95 per Adult / £12.50 per Child

2 sittings: 12noon and 2pm

Treat the most important woman in your life to lunch 
at Hardwicke Hall Manor. Enjoy a drink in our Bar & 
Lounge area followed by a 3 course Lunch served in 
one of our Restaurants.

Easter Sunday Lunch
April 16th - £20.95 per person

2 sittings: 12noon and 2pm

Bring the family along to enjoy a 3 course Lunch and 
coffee.  All children will receive an Easter egg from the 
Easter bunny along with games and competitions in 
the gardens weather permitting. Free face painting 
and bouncy castle for the children.

Fathers Day Lunch
June 18th - £19.95 per Adult / £10.50 per Child

2 sittings: 12noon and 2pm

Show Dad how much you appreciate him, treat him 
to a 3 course Lunch in one of our restaurants and 
maybe a pint or two in our Bar & Lounge area.



Afternoon Tea
Available Monday to Friday and selected Saturdays 
and Sundays throughout the year. Below are the 
current dates, but please call for more information 
regarding additional dates that may be added. 
January 7th, 14th & 21st
February 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th
March 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th
April 1st, 8th & 22nd

A selection of finger sandwiches, sweet pastries & 
scones made from the finest ingredients, carefully 
sourced from exceptional British producers & 
prepared daily. Book a table and enjoy a leisurely 
afternoon.

Sunday Lunch
Forget about the washing up and treat yourselves 
to Sunday lunch served in one of our dining rooms.

2 Course:  £14.95 with coffee & chocolates
3 Course:  £16.95 with coffee & chocolates

Don’t forget about our famous dessert trolley with 
up to 15 different desserts on display including a 
traditional hot pudding.

Carvery Lunch
The home of Grandma’s Carvery, available Monday  
to Friday served between 12 - 2pm with a choice 
of at least two slow cooked roasts, a traditional 
homemade pie and a Special of the Day, served with 
a selection of six fresh vegetables and potatoes, 
homemade Yorkshire puddings and gravy.

Murder Mystery Nights
Join us for our latest Murder Mystery Nights. There 
will be clues to help you! Suspects to mislead you! 
See if you can succeed where others have failed!

You are the Detectives. You ask the questions.
Remember... having fun can be MURDER.

Solve the mystery and enjoy a 4 course meal.

Saturday 11th February
Friday 21st April
Friday 16th June
Friday 22nd September
Friday 20th October
Friday 10th November

	  

Wine Tasting Evening
Friday 31st March - £27.95 per person

Be honest - how many of us have wondered if there’s 
really any difference between those bottles of wine 
that sell for thousands of pounds and the £6.99 
bottles that most of us buy in the supermarket on 
Friday evenings?

Well here's your chance to find out for yourself. Book 
your table now for what promises to be a fun yet 
informative night of delicious food and fine wine.

Saturday 28th January & Saturday 10th June 

A chance to see our beautiful grade II listed building 
at its full potential. Our dining rooms will be dressed 
for a wedding or function to showcase what we can 
offer for your special day. Our coordinators will also 
be on hand to answer any questions you may have. 
During the summer months our lawns will have 
our bandstand set up along with an outdoor civil 
ceremony with the perfect backdrop of our hotel. 
All our bedrooms will be open to view. Come along 
and see how we can make your day extra special.

Wedding & Functions
Open Days

Tuesday 14th & Saturday 18th February

Come along on what promises to be the most 
romantic weekend of the year. Bring the one you 
love, possibly even your husband, and enjoy a 3 
course meal.

Why not make a night of it and enjoy overnight 
stay in one of our beautiful bedrooms with full 
English breakfast the following day.

Celebrate Valentines


